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1611. Captain Hippon, of the ship "Globe," founded
English settlements or agencies at Nizampatam and Ma-
sulipatam.
1620. A treaty was concluded between Denmark, which
had despatched ships to the east, and the Nayak of Tan-
javur (Tanjore), by which Tranquebar was ceded to the
Danes. A fort called Dansborg was built, and a factory
established. Coins struck by the Danes in India bear the
initials DB, or TB, standing for Dansborg and Tranquebar.
1625. The English under Francis Day founded a
trading establishment at Dugarazupatnam, and called it
Armagon or Armeghon after a friendly local chief named
Arumuga Mudaliyar.
1628—32. On account of the oppression which was
experienced at the hands of the Native Governor, it was
resolved in 1628 to abandon the factory at Masulipatam.
The representation of the Agent at Bantam to the Presi-
dent and Council at Surat (in Bombay) of the necessity
of being supplied with Coromandel cloth, to furnish that
station and the southern markets with the means of in-
creasing their investments in pepper and spices, gave rise
to a decision, in 1632, to re-establish the factory at Masuli-
patam, and to strengthen Armagon. This was effected by
a firman from the King of Golconda, called the Golden
Firman.
1639. Francis Day, struck with the quality and prices
of the cloths at Madraspatam, as compared with those of
Armagon, obtained through a subordinate of the Raja of
Chandragiri, a representative of the old Vijayanagar dynasty,
a lease of the revenues of the locality, and permission to
build a fort, which was named Fort St George. The
necessity for this fort was impressed on the East India
Company in a letter stating that " it hath been a continued
tenet among as many of your servants as have been
employed in these parts that goods, especially paintings

